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Typical Go-Bag

ÅSafety

ÅCommunications

ÅHygiene

ÅMedical supplies

ÅNavigation

ÅTools

ÅFood, water 

Whatôs missing?



INFORMATION
Why do you need 

information?

ÅPreparedness

ÅDecision making

ÅSituational 

awareness

ÅInformed response

ÅRecovery 

What types of information 

do you need?

ÅPublic health

ÅMaps

ÅSituation status

ÅSafety alerts

ÅNews

ÅDecision tools

ÅReference tools

ÅSocial media



Todayôs topics

ÅOverview of Disaster Information 

Management Research Center (DIMRC)

ïDisaster health information

ïDisaster health tools & apps 

ïDisaster Information Specialist program 

ÅLibrary responses to disasters 

ÅStay in touch and stay informed



Disaster Information Management 

Research Center

Our mission: 

Develop, organize, 

and make accessible 

health information resources 

and innovative tools 

for preparedness, response, 

and recovery related to disasters 

and public health emergencies

Our vision: The disaster medicine and public health emergency community 

and those who support them are connected to evidence-based, quality disaster 

health information and innovative informatics tools that foster a culture of 

community resiliency and enhance health security. 



Why Librarians and Libraries?

Å Information is critical; librarians are information specialists

ÅLibrarians are service-oriented, community-based resources

Å Libraries are information hubs with computers and Internet



The Stafford Act 

ÅLibraries are ñessential community servicesò eligible for 

federal assistance ñfor the provision of temporary 

facilitiesò 

ÅñEligible public facilities include police, fire protection/ 

emergency services, medical care, education, libraries, 

utilities and other essential community services.ò

Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Public Law 93-288 as 

amended), http://fema.gov/about/stafact.shtm   

9523.3 Provision of Temporary Relocation Facilities, 

http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/pa/9523_3.shtm 

http://fema.gov/about/stafact.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/pa/9523_3.shtm


DISASTER HEALTH 

INFORMATION



What Disaster Topics Do We Cover?
Events that overwhelm, or threaten to overwhelm, the local capacity to respond.

All-hazards topics: 
ÅChildren in disasters

ÅMass gatherings

ÅEthics & legal concerns

ÅCoping with disasters

Chemical, biological, 

radiation, nuclear and 

explosive causes of 

mass injuries and 

fatalities                

Health 

information 

resources for 

professionals

Natural disasters

Pandemic or epidemic 

infectious diseases; 

outbreaks following 

disasters



Information is Everywhere!
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https://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/envirohealthlinkscriteria.html

https://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/envirohealthlinkscriteria.html


Disaster Health Information 

Å Peer-reviewed scholarly literature

Å Journal articles

Å Books

Å Grey literature

Å Reports

Å Summaries

Å Surveillance data

Å Training materials

Å Conference proceedings
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Our Home Page: Your Information Toolkit

https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov

http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/

